
‘Roads? Where we’re going we don’t need roads!’  
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Main focus of activity:  
• To think critically about technological advancements and make a reasoned prediction of a new 

development for the future. 

Links to curriculum aims:   
• Literacy: Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a 

range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 
• Science: Are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and 

implications of science, today and for the future. 
• Art and Design: Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences.  

 
Activity outline: Discussion and background  

What does the future hold? 
Look at some popular images of the future from Science Fiction films and books. Think about what the 
latest technological advances are and what they may lead to in the future. It may be useful to watch an 
extended clip from a film, read extracts from books where predictions have been made or description 
has been made of technological advances to get ideas. Be aware of certification issues as some clips 
from books or films may not be suitable for the children - always use with them supervised.  
 
Suggested Films: 

 Wall-E (Certificate U) 
 Astro Boy (Certificate PG) 
 2001: a Space Odyssey (Certificate U) 
 Back to the Future Series (Certificate PG) 
 Metropolis 1927 Fritz Lang version (On release had an A rating which meant children had to be 

accompanied by an adult. This is the same certificate given to The Wizard of Oz) 
 Metropolis - animated anime version from 2001 (Certificate PG) 
 Tron Legacy (Certificate PG)  
 Minority Report (Certificate 12) 
 AI: Artificial Intelligence (Certificate 12) 
 Soylent Green (Certificate AA – 1970s meaning suitable for over 14s) 
 Gattaca (Certificate 15) 
 Existenz (Certificate 15) 

 
Suggested Texts 

 The Hunger Game Trilogy - Suzanne Collins 
 The Lost Thing - Shaun Tan 
 Feed - M.T. Anderson 
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 Brave New World - Aldous Huxley 
 Minority Report - Phillip K. Dick 
 1984 - George Orwell 
 

Suggested Web-Link 
• Excellent BBC website looking at cutting edge inventions almost at release with video clips: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-20799344 

 
Suggested Activity: 
 Writing Activity:  children choose format (non-chronological report, journalistic, piece of creative writing, 

advertisment) that illustrates a possible(they predict) future development in technology and its impact on 
society. Use films and texts looked at for inspiration. 

 Art Activity: A piece of art inspired by the new technology detailed in their writing. 
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